


Hickman's Family Farms understands that to be successful it must be a 
responsible, sustainable corporate entity. Through all aspects of our 
company we are committed to sustainability - economically, environmentally 
and socially. 

This commitment is measured by how we develop, 
produce and market our products, how we care and 
respect the flocks, land and environment in which 
we operate, by treating all people with dignity and 
consistency, and by entering into business 
relationships with suppliers and 
customers who share our 
dedicated , 
sustainability 
VISIOn. 



Managing Our Environment 
Hickman's Family Farms environmental impact areas include water, air, carbon, energy 
use, solid waste, packaging, and sustainable agriculture. 

Water Usage 
Hickman's Family Farms understands the importance of 
water in our everyday lives and our responsibility for 
protecting water quality. Our production, processing and 
corporate offices used approximately 98.0 million gallons 
of water in fiscal year 2015 to produce food products, 
animal house and ensure the cleanliness of their 
facilities. 
Water conservation has been an important area of focus 
for Hickman's Family Farms for many years. We employ 
programs and technologies, such as best management 
practices, water reclamation systems, computer 
programs and Team Member education, to conserve and 
reuse this natural resource. Our first priority is to ensure 
the wholesomeness and safety of our food products. 
Water use is critical to the cleanliness of facilities and for 
ensuring the safety of our products; its use is mandated 
by the government. 
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Hickman's Feed Mill - Grain Processing 
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Life of a Hickman's Hen 
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Hickman's Farms - Egg Processing Plants 



Hickman's Further Processing 

Egg Breaking Plant- eggs that could be slightly cracked or dirty that did not pass the 
inspection process on the Shell Egg Processing side. 
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Hickman's Further Processing 

Pasteurizing- Liquid/Frozen Egg Processing 

• The liquid 
balance 
TimeP 
begins. 

• Pasteuri ·· 
up to a 
period of 
certain te 

• Specifica 
145deg F 
liquid egg 
packaging 

• We packa 
packages. 
from 101bs 



Hickman's Further Processing 

Hard-Cooked Processing 





Hickman's Farms' Choice- Fertilizer Processing 
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Like many businesses that adopt sustainable practices, Hickman's 
Eggs did so first because the changes were financially sound. The 
family started recycling the water used to wash eggs about five 
years ago, funneling it into an on-site compost operation. That 
immediately saved the business as much as 250,000 gallons of 
water a month. At the new ranch southwest of Buckeye, the 
Hickmans built chicken houses to take advantage of the winds, 
which will help cool the interior using less water and power. The 
compost business grew when Goodyear-based Duncan Farms 
went organic and sought a higher quality fertilizer. Gray water 
recycled from the processing buildings flows into evaporative 
ponds that help start the composting cycle. Arnott Duncan, owner 
of Duncan Farms, is the Hickmans' biggest compost customer. To 
earn organic status, he must use carefully monitored fertilizer, a 
need the Hickmans meet with constant testing. "For us, it has to be 
safe," Duncan said. Because his fields sit so near to the Hickmans', 
the product travels fewer miles, as well. "We really are sensitive to 
our carbon footprint," said Duncan, referring to the farm's carbon 
dioxide emissions. "We have to live here, too." 

In addition to the efforts mentioned in the article above, chicken 
manure is dried, ground, and put into their high quality fertilizer. A 
pilot project has also been launched in Goodyear, Arizona where 
lawn clippings are collected and composted. 



We strive to continually exceed customer 
expectations. We have been UEP certified 
for many years and have chosen to certify 
our products by an in-house USDA grader. 

In Spring of 2015 we maintained SQF 3 
certification. We do our best to take 
proactive efforts in ensuring the quality and 
safety of our food. 
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